
amber news 
For the amber churches of 

Ashover, Brackenfield, Handley and Wessington 
working and playing together, with God, for people 

November 2022 

 You can view this amber news on the amber churches 
website and there are free printed copies in churches and 
local shops.  If you would like a copy delivered, please let us 
know and we will try to oblige.  
Send news for inclusion in the December and January issue 
to ashoverallsaints@gmail.com. by Sunday 20th November 

Contact Information 
Church Wardens 

All Saints Church Ashover: John Phillips 07702 641777 
Holy Trinity Brackenfield: Nigel Rogers 01773 836137 
St Mark's Church Handley: Fran Roberts 01246 865389 
Christ Church Wessington: Rita Buckley 01773 835 633 

www.amberchurches.org 
info@amberchurches.org 

Baptisms and Weddings and General Admin:  
Sarah Evans 07810656541 or email: 
ashoverallsaints@gmail.com 

Church Services in November 

Sunday 6th November 
9.15 am Brackenfield Church Holy Communion 
10.45 am Ashover Church Holy Communion 

Friday 11th November 
7:00 pm Handley Church Remembrance Service 

Sunday 13th November 
9.15 am Wessington Church Remembrance Service 
9:45 am Brackenfield Church Remembrance Service 
10.45 am Ashover Church Remembrance Service 
3:00pm Ashover Church Memorial Service & tea 
Sunday 20th November 
9.15 am Brackenfield Church Holy Communion 
10.45 am Ashover Church Holy Communion 

Sunday 27th November 
9.15 am Wessington Church Holy Communion 
10.45 am Ashover Church All-age Service 
10.45 am Handley Church Holy Communion 

Sunday 4th December 
9.15 am Brackenfield Church Holy Communion 
10.45 am Ashover Church Holy Communion 
5:00pm Ashover Christmas Lights Switch on (outside) 

Allsorts children’s group meets on Sundays 6th, 13th and 
20th November and 4th December from 10 am to 12 noon in 
the Bassett Rooms.   

Uppertown Social Centre 
 Sat 12th November 7 for 8pm 

Jason Dale (King-Cash)-  Elvis Presley-  
Johnny Cash 

 £15 incl Supper 
Sat 3rd December 7 for 8pm 

Pat Jordan and Finnians Rainbow– Irish, 60s, 70s & 80s 
Dance Music 

£15 incl Supper.   
Contact Eddie Marriott for Tickets 
07966 154798 www.uppertown.org 

Brackenfield Harvest Festival 
Brackenfield Church held their Harvest 
Festival on Sunday 2nd October. Richard 
Southey did excellent work advertising the 
Event and collecting gifts to auction off after the 
Sunday Service led by our Rector. We are very pleased 
to report that with the support of the other churches in 
our Benefice we raised just over £280.00 which has 
been sent to Christian Aid for the benefit of the 
Pakistan Flood Relief Fund. Thank you all for your 
generous support. 

   News from Wessington 
The Harvest Festival which was held on the 9th 
October, was somewhat different to previous services. 
It was both enlightening and fun. The mini drama 
played out brought out the reality of living in countries 
hit by floods and famine. The fun element was in the 
hastily recruited and amateur actors. The Rector gave 
us an insight into the work of the charity Aquabox. The 
voluntary donations towards the produce and 
contributions to the charity enabled the P.C.C to 
purchase three Aquaboxes. The remaining goods were 
then taken to Clay Cross Food Bank.  

Pop-up shop and cafe will be held on the last Saturday 
of the month. as usual. 

The Christmas raffle will take place at a coffee morning 
on the 3rd December. 10am- 12pm.  Buy your tickets in 
advance from Church members, or on the day. Lots of 
lovely prizes. Always a popular event. Come along and 
support it  

Ashover Village Filmtime 
The Bassett Rooms, Ashover. 

  
Thursday 3rd November 2022 
Bienvenue chez les Ch’tis (12) 
A Post Office manager in the South of France gets 
posted to a branch in the north of the country – can 
North and South ever understand one another? A gen-
tle comedy of misunderstanding. (In French with Eng-
lish subtitles.) 
Starring Kad Merad, Danny Boon, Zoé Félix.  Director 
Danny Boon. 

Thursday 17 th November 2020 
Official Secrets (15) 
Based on true events, Official Secrets tells the story of 
Katharine Gun, a British intelligence specialist, who 
received ashocking memo in 2003: the United States is 
enlisting Britain’s help in blackmailing United Nations 
Security Council members so they vote in favour of the 
Iraq War. Unable to stand by, Gun defies her govern-
ment and leaks the memo. 

Starring: Keira Knightley, Matt Smith. Director: Gavin 
Hood. 

For more information: Jane & Mike Steel, 01246 591371,Keith 
& Mary Mellor 01246 591181 or Sarah Hillard 01246 590369 

Harvest donations to Aquabox and Clay Cross 
Food Bank 

Thank you to everyone who donated money for our Harvest 
Aquabox appeal.  Across the services at the four Churches, 
we have raised enough money to buy 8 Aquaboxes as well 
as a donation of food to Clay Cross Food Bank. There is a 
collection box for the Food Bank in the Bassett Rooms, and 
at the back of the Church in Ashover.  

Ashover Coffee Shop  

The Coffee Shop is open 10-12 in the Bassett Rooms on the 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month.  On the 15th November, 
proceeds will be donated to Clay Cross Food Bank.  There is 
also a donation box available for tins, packets etc.   



From the Registers 
Ashover 

Wedding Congratulations to: 
Gemma Childs and Sean Walker 1st October 

Joseph Hayes and Amanda Ritchie 29th October 
Funerals: 

Alethea Jackson aged 95  11th October 
Ernest John Tomlinson aged 83  27th October 

Brackenfield 
Wedding Congratulations to: 

Tom Houldsworth and Charley Wells 8th October 

The Rector Writes ... 
The light shines in the 
darkness 

Jesus said: 

“I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life. “ 

These words always mean a lot to me at this time of 
year. I don’t like dark nights that start so early, 
especially when they are cold and wet. A bright light 
cheers me up. 

More importantly, it is a time of year when we 
remember some of the sadder realities of life. 

On 11th November at Handley and on Sunday 13th 
November in our other churches, we remember those 
who have died in war and we pray for those still 
struggling against tyranny, and striving to bring peace 
and justice in our world today. Then, also on 13th 
November, at 3pm we have our memorial service at 
Ashover Church, when we remember those who have 
died in the last year. Looking at those deaths alone 
would be very depressing, but looking at them in the 
light of the gospel brings hope. 

The light shines in the darkness,  
but the darkness has not understood it. 

Candles are easily snuffed out. An electric light can be 
turned off. Bulbs can blow, and power cuts happen. But 
for 2000 years, in the face of all sorts of persecution 
and the church’s frequent atrocious behaviour, Jesus’s 
light has continued to shine. 80 years ago we were at 
war with Germany, now we live at peace with them. 
Now we mourn for those we have lost, but one day 
Jesus will wipe away every tear: 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; 
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 
I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still, if Thou abide with me. 
 
Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 

The cross is the evidence for our hope. The church 
would never have adopted the symbol of Jesus’s death 
for the heart of our faith, if it were not a symbol of 
victory. On that first Easter Sunday evening, as the 
disciples met in the gloom of that upper room, Jesus 
appeared and said “Peace be with you”. 

May you know Jesus’s peace, Jesus’s light and Jesus’s 
hope, 

Peter 

Memorial Service and Tea 

For our memorial service at 3pm on Sunday 13th 
November, we will try to write to all the next of kin for 
funerals we have taken in the last year, inviting them to 
the service and tea afterwards. If you would like other 
names remembered at this service, perhaps from the 
years when we couldn’t have the service, please 
contact us with details, including how many might be 
coming to the service, so we have an idea of numbers 
for catering.   

Please email Sarah: ashoverallsaints@gmail.com 

V I L L A G E  “P A N T O M I M E” 

CINDERELLA 

ASHOVER PARISH HALL 
 

Thursday 5 January 2023 7.15PM 
Friday 6 January 2023 7.15PM 
Saturday 7 January 2023 
Parish Party 5.30PM (please bring a plate of food to share– no 
nuts please) 
Pantomime 7.15PM 
 
FREE ENTRY TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM POST OFFICE 
FROM MONDAY 12 DECEMBER 2022 

Remembering Peter Lord 

We were sad to hear of the passing of Peter Lord, aged 

84, on Sunday 16th October.  Peter has played a signifi-

cant role in the life of Ashover Church for many years, 

notably serving as treasurer for over 20 years, a task 

which he carried out faithfully, quietly, reliably and effi-

ciently.  He was a PCC member for longer than he had 

been treasurer, also acting as vice chairman for many 

years until earlier this year and represented the PCC at 

Deanery Synod.  Peter, together with Viv, promoted the 

work of The Children’s Society, organising the collecting 

boxes through which many thousands of pounds were 

raised. Peter was also involved in the Gideon Ministry, 

distributing Scriptures.  We thank God for the fellowship 

we have shared with Peter, not forgetting too his dry 

sense of humour!  We commend Viv and all the family 

to God at this difficult time.  

Church Cleaning and Leaf Clearing 
We will be cleaning Ashover Church in the morning on 

Tuesday 8th November, and clearing leaves on 
Saturday 12th November.  All welcome! 

Children’s activities 
The Harvest smARTies was a great event, with many 
pumpkins carved to decorate the Church for Harvest.   

 
 
Congratiulations to 
Grace, Mollie and 
George Walker who 
were baptised on 25th 
September 

Operation Christmas Child 

Come and fill shoeboxes on Friday 4th November from 
3:30-5:30 in the Bassett Rooms.  For information on what 
can be sent in the shoe box, please see the website: 

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas
-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox/ 


