
amber news 
For the amber churches of 

Ashover, Brackenfield, Handley and Wessington 
working and playing together, with God, for people 

February 2023 

 You can view this amber news on the amber churches 
website and there are free printed copies in churches and 
local shops.  If you would like a copy delivered, please let us 
know and we will try to oblige.  
Send news for inclusion in the March issue to 
ashoverallsaints@gmail.com. by Sunday 19th February 

Contact Information 
Church Wardens 

All Saints Church Ashover: John Phillips 07702 641777 
Holy Trinity Brackenfield: Nigel Rogers 01773 836137 
St Mark's Church Handley: Fran Roberts 01246 865389 
Christ Church Wessington: Rita Buckley 01773 835 633 

www.amberchurches.org 
info@amberchurches.org 

Baptisms and Weddings and General Admin:  
Sarah Evans 07810656541 or email: 
ashoverallsaints@gmail.com 

Church Services in February 

Sunday 29th January 
9.15 am Wessington Morning Worship 
10:45 am Handley Church Morning Worship 
10.45 am Ashover Church All Age Service 

Sunday 5th February 
9.15 am Brackenfield Church Holy Communion 
10.45 am Ashover Church Holy Communion 

Sunday 12th February 

9.15 am Wessington Church Holy Communion 

10:45 am Handley Church Holy Communion 
10.45 am Ashover Church Morning Worship 
6:00 pm Bassett Rooms Sunday at 6 
Sunday 19th February 
9.15 am Brackenfield Church Holy Communion 
10.45 am Ashover Church Holy Communion 
Wednesday 22nd February 
10:00 am Ashover Church Ash Wednesday Service 

Sunday 26th February 
9.15 am Wessington Holy Communion 
10:45 am Handley Church Holy Communion 
10.45 am Ashover Church All Age Service 

Sunday 5th March 
9.15 am Brackenfield Church Holy Communion 
10.45 am The Bassett Rooms Holy Communion 

Allsorts children’s group meets on Sundays 6th, and 13th  
February and 5th March  from 10 am to 12 noon in the 
Bassett Rooms.   

Uppertown Social Centre 
  
 

Sat 4th February 7 for 8pm 
Ged & Dave– Easy Listening 

£5 incl Supper.   
Sat 25th February 7 for 8pm 

Groundhog Days– 80s Night 
£12 incl Supper.   

 
Contact Eddie Marriott for Tickets 
07966 154798 www.uppertown.org 

Board Games 
Do you enjoy playing, or would like to learn, board games 
such as Scrabble, Rummicub, Othello, Chinese Chequers 
etc.? If so, do come along and join in the fun on 
Wednesday afternoons 8th and 22nd February from 2 - 3 
pm.  Good company, friendly competition and a cup of tea 
- hope to see you there!  

   Wessington Pop Up Shop  
The Pop Up Shop will be open on Saturday 28th 
January 2023 from 10am-12 pm. 

ASHOVER VILLAGE FILMTIME 
The Bassett Rooms, Ashover.  

Doors open at 7pm for tea and coffee - films start at 
7.30 pm 

2nd February 2023 
Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown (15) 

A 1988 film by the acclaimed director Pedro Almodóvar 
with a plot too complicated and frantic to summarise but 
involving a jilted lover, an inadvertent terrorist, gazpa-
cho laced with barbiturates and much more – in Span-
ish with English subtitles. 

16th February 2023 

Cyrano (12) 
A 2021 American version of the French classic tale of 
Cyrano de Bergerac set to music with suppressed pas-
sion, fizzing swordplay, dazzling settings and a stand-
out performance by Peter Dinklage as Cyrano.  
For more information:: Jane & Mike Steel, 01246 
591371,Keith & Mary Mellor 01246 591181 or Sarah 

Repairs to Ashover Church 

Following our “quinquennial inspection” we need to do a 
number of repairs to Ashover church to keep it in good 
condition: 

The total cost will be about £16,000. All donations gratefully 
received. 

Alternative Coffee Shop 
At Ashover Parish Hall 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month 
10 – 12 

Alpha Course at Wessington 
On Tuesday 7th March we are starting an Alpha course in 
Wessington Church.  Everyone is welcome.  
Alpha courses are an introduction to the Christian faith, 
recognising that many have had no opportunity to learn 
about Christianity or ask questions. It is also an excellent 
refresher course, and a healthy space to consider 
questions that arise on our faith journeys. Alpha courses 
have been running for about 30 years. They involve 
refreshments, a talk or video and then groups where the 
talk or video can be discussed, and all questions about 
faith are welcome. The  modern videos are excellent, but 
that the small group conversations are the delight and 
most fruitful part of the course.. Many groups continue 
after the “course” has finished because people have loved 
the friendship and opportunities to listen and talk. 
The course will run for 11 weeks, including an “away day”. 
Doors will open at 9.45 for refreshments, with the video 
starting at about 10am. There will be space for more 
coffee and cake before joining the small groups. We will 
aim to finish by 11.30am. 
If you would like to come please contact Sarah, our 
administrator: ashoverallsaints@gmail.com for catering 
purposes etc. You don’t have to come every week. 

And if these dates, times and venue don’t suit you, don’t 
worry. We plan to run Alpha again at different times and 
venues to suit as many as possible. 



From the Registers 
Ashover 

Wedding Congratulations to: 
28th December Richard Lee and Katie Saker  

 
Funerals: 

28th December John Clarke 
Handley 
Funeral 

10th January Jean Milner 
Amber Valley Crematorium, Swanwick 
20th January Irene Doris Hughes-Narborough 

The Rector Writes ... 
Looking back and looking 
forwards… 

Dear Friends, 

On 8th February Candy and I 
will have been in Ashover for a 
year – thank you for your 
wonderful welcome. We are 
delighted to be here. 

Looking back there have been many wonderful 
highlights – special services, including the Christmas 
ones, lots of baptisms and weddings, our Alpha course, 
the Jubilee and the Pantomime. It has been a delight to 
start running with the Milltown Milers, to have been bird 
watching at Ogston Reservoir and to have discovered 
some of our beautiful local footpaths, including the 
Brackenfield Heritage trail. We have really enjoyed 
beginning to get to know so many of you, and to feel 
we are working together. I have loved the children’s 
and families events, coffee mornings and pop up 
shops. And I’m delighted we have made progress in 
our garden. It is good just to pause and give thanks. 

It has also been a hard and sad year at times, with so 
many funerals, including our Queen’s and for me 
personally my Father’s. But even on those occasions 
we have been able to look back and give thanks for so 
many good memories, and so much love and care. 

Looking back also gives me hope and inspiration for 
the furture. New developments start as ideas, like 
seeds, but can grow into wonderful fruitful plants or 
trees. In ourgarden we look back and see what has 
done well, and what has struggled, and we plan for 
more good growth. 

So as a group of churches we will continue with things 
that have gone well, including another Alpha course 
starting at Wessington on the 7th March. We have 
talked about some other possible developments…. 
Watch this space. But I wonder, what about you, what 
new seeds might you sow this year? 

Jesus said that God’s kingdom – God’s stratgy for 
changing the world - is like a mustard seed. The seed 
is very small, but when it grows it can make an 
astonishing difference. For good ideas to grow of 
course, they need nurture and support. From what we 
have seen so far, I think we have good soil and an 
excellent team of gardeners. May we have a fruitful 
year. 

 

Remembering Joan Marrison 

Long-serving church member Joan Marrison was 
described by her close friend Anne Eyley in her funeral 
eulogy at All Saints on November 18 as “a very special 
person we all admired and loved”. 

After gaining a Graduate Diploma and Master’s degree in 
mathematical education, Joan became a primary teacher, 
deputy head and then a maths advisory teacher when she 
encouraged a love of maths in primary school children 
throughout Derbyshire. She also inspired her daughters to 
value the benefits of education. 

Joan’s career, however, did not prevent her devoting time 
to her love of crafts, including design, her garden, 
needlework, flower-arranging, knitting, history, geography 
and genealogy. “She was a perfectionist in everything she 
did and was renowned for her organisational skills and 
getting things done”, said Anne. 

Joan’s priority, however, was always the family. Even 
when she was very ill, she was more concerned about the 
welfare of Derek, her daughters and grandchildren than 
herself. 

“It was typical of Joan”, said Anne. “We shall never forget 
her.” 

SUNDAY @ 6  
You may have noticed  SUNDAY @ 6 on our church calen-
dar and wondered what happened at this in the Bassett 
Rooms!   
It’s a time set aside on the 2nd Sunday of each month to 
pray informally for about 45 minutes for our church, our 
community, those in need locally and in the wider world 
and so much more!  Prayer has been described as ‘the 
engine room of the church’ which is why it’s important to 
pray together as a church as well as individually.   
We need to keep the engine running, fuelled by the Holy 
Spirit!  You are welcome to join us.  

Ashover Church is very grateful to be the beneficiary of a 
legacy of £10,000 from the will of Colette Rose Parkin of 
Milltown, who died on 22nd January 2022.  Notably, Colette 
was the final person to be buried in Ashover churchyard in 
a family grave next to the main door.  Colette had no close 
relatives at the end of her life, living until her late 90s and 
was a well-known character in the parish.  She will live 
long in the memory of those who knew her!  

Ashover Coffee Shop  

The Coffee Shop is open 10-12 in the 
Bassett Rooms on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays 
each month.  Books and DVDs are available 
to swap.   

Children’s activities 
Come and join us for our annual pancake 
party on Tuesday 21st February 3:30-5:30pm 
in the Bassett Rooms.  
Pancakes will be served, and a variety of 
crafts will be available.   
 
Kindness Crew Craft Club meets on Fridays in term time 
from 3:30-5pm 
Acorns is on Thursday 2nd and 16th March from 10-11:30. 
Both groups meet in the Bassett Rooms   

Christmas Crafts  
In December, St Mark's church 
held a Christmas craft session. It 
was well attended and a good 
time was had by all. 
We managed to include two 
different types of craft - glass 
painting and trees made out of ribbon.  


