
amber news 
For the amber churches of 

Ashover, Brackenfield, Handley and Wessington 
Loving God, serving people, welcoming all 

October 2025 

 You can view this amber news on the amber 
churches website and there are free printed copies in 
churches and local shops.  If you would like a copy 
delivered, please let us know and we will try to oblige.  
Send news for the October issue to 
ashoverallsaints@gmail.com. by Sunday 18th October 

Church Services in October 
Sunday 28th September 
10.45 am  Ashover Church Holy Communion 
10.45 am Handley Church Morning Worship 
3.00 pm Wessington Church Harvest Festival 
Sunday 5th October  Foodbank Sunday 
10.45 am  Ashover Church Informal Holy Communion 
3.00 pm Brackenfield Church Harvest Festival 
Sunday 12th October 
9:15 am Wessington Church Holy Communion 
10.45 am  Ashover Church Harvest Festival 
3.00 pm  Handley Church Harvest Festival 
6.00pm Bassett Rooms Sunday @ 6 
Sunday 19th October 
9:15 am Brackenfield Church Holy Communion 
10.45 am  Ashover Church All Age Service 
Sunday 26th October 
9:15 am Wessington Church Holy Communion 
10.45 am  Ashover Church Morning Worship 
10.45 am  Handley Church Morning Worship 
Sunday 2nd November  Foodbank Sunday 
9:15 am Brackenfield Church Holy Communion 
10.45 am  Ashover Church Informal Holy Communion 
 
Allsorts children’s group meets on Sundays from 10 am to 
12 noon in the Bassett Rooms, Ashover apart from All age 
and Informal Communion Services, when activities are 
available in Church.   

Contact Information 
All Saints Church Ashover: David Russell 01246 590047. 
Email:ashoverchurchwarden@amberchurches.org 
Holy Trinity Brackenfield: Sally Gordon 07932 550438  
St Mark's Church Handley: Fran Roberts 01246 865389 
Christ Church Wessington: Rita Buckley 01773 835 633 

www.amberchurches.org 
Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals: Rev Peter Bold 01246 

590246 or email revdbold@gmail.com 
General Admin: Sarah Carter 07810656541 or email: 

ashoverallsaints@gmail.com 

Brackenfield Heritage Café 
Brackenfield Community Hall  

DE55 6AQ 
£3.00 admission on the door includes tea/

coffee and cake 
All welcome! 

 
Thursday 16

th
 October 2025 10:00 to 12:00 

“Mary Queen of Scots – untold” David 
Templeman 
Hear the fascinating story of Mary’s years in 
captivity - a story not found in any history book 
until David’s (which was chosen as a GCSE 
text in 2022/23). Follow Mary on her journey 
as a captive Queen around Carlisle, Bolton 
Castle (Wensleydale), Tutbury Castle 
(including Coventry), Wingfield Manor, 
Chatsworth, Sheffield Castle and Manor 
Lodge, Buxton, Worksop Manor and Chartley 
Manor in Staffordshire. Rather than the benign 
period portrayed by her biographers, the talk 
conveys intrigue, passion, plots and escape 
attempts 

Cream Tea Quiz and Games 
Cream Tea, Quiz and Games at Brackenfield 
Community Hall from 1.30pm to 3pm on the 
last Wednesday of every month.  
Admission including refreshments £3.  
All welcome. 

Food Bank Sundays at Ashover Church  
Foodbank Sunday on 1st Sunday in the 
month.  There will be a food and toiletries box 

placed at the back of church on the appointed 
Sundays with signage suggesting suitable items. 
There is also a box in the Bassett rooms  

Current most needed items- Long life Juice, Tinned fruit, 

Tinned Vegetables, Tea, Coffee, Tinned soup, Tinned 

Tomatoes, Tinned  Fish, Tinned meat, cereal,  Pasta, Rice, 

Baked beans, Instant Mash, Biscuits, shampoo, deodorants, 

female shower gel, and nappies in sizes 4,6,6+,7 and 8.They 

also need strong carrier bags!   

Donations to the Food Bank are also being collected at our 

Harvest Services during October.   

Uppertown Social Centre  
For tickets and more information contact : 

       07966154798  www.uppertown.org 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/uppertown-



From the Registers 

Baptisms: 
Harriet Cooke 24 August 

Maggie Hooper 31 August 

Violet Ruthven 14 September 

The Rector Writes … 

Smile 
 
 

Dear Friends, 

As I’m writing, our BBC news is telling us about the 
assassination of Charlie Kirk. With so much anger and 
division, I was reflecting on one of Aesop’s fables: 

The sun and the wind were having an argument as to 
who was stronger. The wind said “I’ll show you my 
strength, I’ll blow that man’s coat off”. But the harder 
the wind blew, the tighter the man held his coat. 

Then the sun said “it’s my turn”, and he smiled. The 
man felt the warmth and removed his coat. 

In our world today, we do need to stand up to bullies, 
and sometimes that needs force, but so often kindness, 
gentleness and strong love wil achieve far more than 
anger. 

With our love and prayers, 

 
 

 

   Wessington Pop Up Shop  
The Pop Up Shop will be open from 10am-12 pm on 
the last Saturday each month.   
For more information: facebook.com/Wessingtonpopup 

Board Games 
Come to the Bassett Rooms on 1st and 
3rd Wednesdays every month and enjoy 
playing Board Games together over a cup 
of coffee. Everybody welcome. October 
7th and 14th 10- 12 noon. 
Contacts: Jane Steel:591371 and Elizabeth 
Brewer:590646 

Bell Ringing 
So, what is Bell Ringing all about? A centuries-old 
art form? An exact science? An all-age team 
activity? An alternative kind of music? A good physical and 
mental workout? A service to the church? An absorbing and 
life-long activity? 
It’s all of those – and more (we take pride that bellringers 

created the original heavy metal bands!). We have a friendly, 

enthusiastic and supportive team at Ashover and have a good 

social life as well as our serious ringing. As ringers, we can 

join teams throughout the country on an equal footing, and 

many life-long friendships have grown in this way. 

Would you like to know more? Contact us on 

ashover@derbyda.org.uk and we will contact you with more 

details.  

Ashover Coffee Shop  
The Coffee Shop is open 10-12 in the Bassett 

Rooms on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month.  

Books and DVDs are available to swap.   

Alternative Coffee Shop 
At Ashover Parish Hall 

2
nd

 & 4
th
 Tuesdays of the month 10 – 12 

Refreshments and Cakes, WIFI & Dog Friendly 

Upcoming events at Ashover Parish Hall 
October 

4th– Artefacts Day 10-2pm 

18th– Ashover Produce Club- “Glory of the garden” 

illustrated talk.  Tickets £3, members free 

Eco Church 
Fair trade for farmers! 

Being an eco church encourages us all to buy fair trade 
where possible. M and S claim to contribute more fair trade 
premium for tea and coffee than any other Uk retailer, so 
farmers can invest more in their future. I can vouch for the 
coffee. It tastes nice. 
 
For more information about Eco Church,   
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/ 

Ashover Celebration Choir 
Ashover Celebration Choir meet on Mondays 
during term time from 7:30-9pm in the Bassett Rooms.  
New members are very welcome to join us.  We sing for 
Celebration Services, and are also available for weddings 
by prior arrangement.   

We are currently preparing for Harvest and 
Remembrance Sunday. Tenors and Basses are in short 
supply, so we would really welcome some more men! 

 
If you would like to join us, please contact Anna 
(07788455959) or Sarah (07774540003) 

Harvest Services 
Wessington 3pm Sunday 28th September 
Brackenfield 3pm Sunday 5th October 
Ashover 10.45am, Sunday12th October 
Handley 3pm  Sunday12th October. 

Link to Hope Shoebox collection 
 

On Friday 19th September, shoeboxes were 

filled to send to older people in Ukraine, 

Moldova, Bulgaria and Romania.   

Link To Hope are a Christian charity whose 

aims are “rebuilding lives and communities in Eastern 

Europe through education and social care” 

Craft club made thoughtful hand-made gifts– lavender 

bags, beaded key chains and decorated bookmarks and 

cards.  These were then packed into shoeboxes, overseen 

by Ashover Church’s children’s team and other helpers 

from church and community.  A multigenerational event 

supported by all our Amber churches, so a big team effort. 

We also had a prayer station to pray for the communities 

who will receive the boxes.   

 

If you would still like to bring any items for the shoeboxes, 

please contact Anna Bell– 07788455959.  The boxes will 

be going towards the end of October.  If you could make a 

donation towards the cost of sending the boxes, which is 

£3 per box, that would also be lovely.   

 

 
 

mailto:ashover@derbyda.org.uk

