
amber news 
For the amber churches of 

Ashover, Brackenfield, Handley and Wessington 
Loving God, serving people, welcoming all 

November 2025 

 You can view this amber news on the amber 
churches website and there are free printed copies in 
churches and local shops.  If you would like a copy 
delivered, please let us know and we will try to oblige.  
Send news for the October issue to 
ashoverallsaints@gmail.com. by Sunday 18th October 

Church Services in November 
 
Sunday 26th October 
9:15 am Wessington Church  Morning Worship 
10.45 am  Ashover Church  Holy Communion 
10.45 am  Handley Church  Morning Worship 
Sunday 2nd November   Foodbank Sunday 
9:15 am Brackenfield Church  Holy Communion 
10.45 am  Ashover Church  Informal Communion 
6.00pm Bassett Rooms Sunday @ 6 
–Sunday 9th November 
9:15 am Wessington Church Remembrance Sunday 
9:45 am Brackenfield    Remembrance Sunday 
10.45 am  Ashover Church  Remembrance Service 
3.00 pm  Ashover Church  Memorial Service & Tea 
Tuesday 11th November 
10:45 am Handley Church Remembrance Service 
Sunday 16th November 
9:15 am Brackenfield Church Holy Communion 
10.45 am  Ashover Church All Age Service 
Sunday 23rd November 
9:15 am Wessington Church Holy Communion 
10.45 am  Ashover Church Morning Worship 
10.45 am  Handley Church Holy Communion 
Sunday 30th November 
10:45 am Handley Church United Service 
5.00 pm Ashover  Christmas Lights 
Saturday 6th December  
5.00 pm Ashover Church Christingle Service 
Sunday 7th December  Foodbank Sunday 
9:15 am Brackenfield Church Holy Communion 
10.45 am  Ashover Church Informal Communion 
 
 
Allsorts children’s group meets on Sundays from 10 am to 
12 noon in the Bassett Rooms, Ashover apart from All age 
and Informal Communion Services, when activities are 
available in Church.   

Contact Information 
All Saints Church Ashover: David Russell 01246 590047. 
Email:ashoverchurchwarden@amberchurches.org 
Holy Trinity Brackenfield: Sally Gordon 07932 550438  
St Mark's Church Handley: Fran Roberts 01246 865389 
Christ Church Wessington: Rita Buckley 01773 835 633 

www.amberchurches.org 
Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals: Rev Peter Bold 01246 

590246 or email revdbold@gmail.com 
General Admin: Sarah Carter 07810656541 or email: 

ashoverallsaints@gmail.com 

Cheese and Wine Evening 
 at St Mark’s Handley  

Saturday 15th November 2025 7-9pm 

A guided tasting to explore 3 red, 1 white and 1 
rose wines matched to 5 quality cheeses 

£35 per person 
For further details contact: 

Fran Roberts: franrob5413@gmail.com 
Gerry 

gerrysbread@gmail.com 
 

Last date booking is 29th October 2025 

Brackenfield Heritage Café 
Brackenfield Community Hall  

DE55 6AQ 
£3.00 admission on the door includes tea/

coffee and cake 
All welcome! 

 
Thursday 6th November 2025 10:00—12:00 

“'Derbyshire Songs and Stories”  
Pete Castle 

Based in Belper, Pete Castle is a folk singer 
and storyteller – the latter since the mid 
1980s. Pete’s storytelling is very accessible 
and is based in the folk tradition. He tells a 
mixture of traditional stories, tall tales, urban 
myths and extended jokes. Some of his 
stories are about or include music and song. 

Cream Tea Quiz and Games 
Cream Tea, Quiz and Games at Brackenfield 
Community Hall from 1.30pm to 3pm on the last 
Wednesday of every month.  
Admission including refreshments £3.  
All welcome. 

Food Bank Sundays at Ashover Church  
Foodbank Sunday on 1st Sunday in the month.  
There will be a food and toiletries box placed 

at the back of church on the appointed Sundays with signage 
suggesting suitable items. 

St Mark’s Church hall hire 
 

St Mark's Church 
Ashover New Road 
Woolley Moor 
DE55 6FF 
Building for hire for a variety of events.  Reasonable rates 

For all enquiries -  
email - stmarkshandley@gmail.com 

Uppertown Social Centre  
For tickets and more information contact : 

       07966154798  www.uppertown.org 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/uppertown-social-centre 

November 
1st– Bonfire Party 
15th– Fran & Jono– Hits from the 60s to the present 
day 
29th Christmas Market– 10am to 4pm 

mailto:stmarkshandley@gmail.com


From the Registers 

Baptisms: 
Henry Winterton 4th October, Ashover 

Funerals: 
David Wakefield 15th October, Brackenfield 
Gladwyn Turbott, Service of Thanksgiving 

Tuesday 28th October, Brackenfield 

The Rector Writes … 

Remembrance 
Dear Friends, 

In our Remembrance services we 

remember the horror of war - the names 

we read out and the red on the poppy reminds us of so many 

who have died. And of course with all we see and hear on the 

news, we know we are not just remembering historical events. 

We are only too aware of the horror so many live with today. 

But on the 11th day of the 11th Month, at 11am, in 1918 the 

guns fell silent on the Western front, and the first world war 

ended. So too, this year we rejoiced in VE Day and VJ day – 

and 80 years of peace with Germany and Japan. We come 

with thankfulness that wars can end, and that peace can 

come. 

As I write, there is a tentative cease fire in Gaza, with hopes of 

hostages being released and aid pouring in. 

My hope and my prayer for Israel and Gaza, and for Ukraine, 

is not just that evil can be confronted, but also that healing and 

forgiveness can come. I pray for God’s protection for so many 

who simply long for peace and the opportunity to get on with 

their lives. I also pray for truth to combat lies, for listening to 

produce understanding. For generosity and grace to bring 

healing. And those who offer that generosity will always have 

my admiration. 

 
 

   Wessington Pop Up Shop  
The Pop Up Shop will be open from 10am-12 pm on 
the last Saturday each month.   
For more information: facebook.com/Wessingtonpopup 

Board Games 
Come to the Bassett Rooms on 1st and 
3rd Wednesdays every month and enjoy 
playing Board Games together over a cup 
of coffee. Everybody welcome. October 
5th and 19th 10- 12 noon. 
Contacts: Jane Steel:591371 and Elizabeth 
Brewer:590646 

Ashover Coffee Shop  
The Coffee Shop is open 10-12 in the Bassett 

Rooms on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month.  

Books and DVDs are available to swap.   

Alternative Coffee Shop 
At Ashover Parish Hall 

2
nd

 & 4
th
 Tuesdays of the month 10 – 12 

Refreshments and Cakes, WIFI & Dog Friendly 

Upcoming events at Ashover Parish Hall 
November 

22nd– Jonathan Moseley Christmas Floral Art Workshop 

30th– Christmas Market 10 am to 4 pm 

Local Community Grants 
Ashover Community Medical Centre Ltd is a charitable 
community-based trust which owns the premises of the 
Ashover Medical Centre, which are leased to the 
Ashover medical practice. From the small surplus the 
Trust generates from rent received it distributes these 
proceeds for the benefit of the local community.  
Grants that have given over the last few years include 
to local football teams, the Lunch Club and the Seniors 
Group outings, defibrillator training sessions and to 
help facilitate community events such as the May Day 
Parade and Christmas events. 
The Trustees are happy to receive new Grant 
applications for consideration. Grant application forms 
can be requested by emailing: 
enquiries.acmcl@outlook.com . 

Eco Church 
Bassett Rooms Improvements 

As part of our drive to reduce the environmental impact of our 
buildings, plans are in place to upgrade the windows and 
hearing in the Bassett Rooms.   
 
For more information about Eco Church,   

Remembrance Services 
Sunday 9th November 
Wessington 9:15 am 
Brackenfield 9:45 am (outside if dry) 
Ashover 10.45 am 
Tuesday 11th November 
Handley 10:45 am  

Memorial Service and Tea 
For our memorial service at 3pm on Sunday 9 
November, we have tried to write to the next of kin 
for all funerals we have taken in the last year, 
inviting them to the service and tea afterwards. If 
you would like other names remembered at this 
service, please contact us 
( ashoverallsaints@gmail.com) with details. 

Teddy Bears 
On Monday 22nd September, the 'Special 
Teddy bears' from St. Mark's church were 
given out to the reception children and any 
other child who started during the year.  
This will be the fourth year that we have 
done this and we have had very positive feedback about how 
this has helped them to settle in, especially the younger 
children.  
Also, we did something different this summer. We marked the 
move up to secondary school by giving an engraved pen to 
the year 6 students, with the words ' BE BOLD AND 
COURAGEOUS' to remind them of the bible verse in Joshua, 
Chapter 1 verse 9 -  
'Be bold and courageous. Do not be afraid, do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord you God will be with you 
wherever you go'. 

   Brackenfield Harvest Auction  
Brackenfield Church hosted their Harvest Festival Service and 
Charity Auction on 5 October.  As well as the usual array of 
giant vegetables, local businesses Tesco and Gee Jays 
donated several prizes.  A round of golf was also gifted by 
Shirland Golf Club.  The giant pumpkins and gourds were 
kindly donated by Ashover Pumpkins.  Liam Shaw from 
Edwins Auctioneers and Valuers in Belper, did a fantastic job 
of keeping the bids up and £450 was raised by the generous 
congregation.  This year's chosen charity to receive the 
money, was FCN (Farming Community Network) who provide 
a support service for farmers struggling in any way.  Kathryn, 
from FCN gave a short talk explaining her role, she brought 
along her beautiful Black Labrador, Daisy, who was a big hit 
with all! 

mailto:ashoverallsaints@gmail.com

